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The sound of hooves immerses us in a way of life that comes straight from the past 
and yet is resolutely modern: animal traction. In Questembert, a small town in 
Brittany, Marie and Justine, public works employees, live a most unusual daily life 
with their two mares, Havane and Ulysse. Morgane, a trainer and professional coa-
chwoman, introduces young intern Kim to this profession, where discussions and 
questions about the realities of territorial horse projects are at the heart of their 
concerns.
 

Note of intent

Synopsis
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Bringing life back to the city! 

My initial motivation was to find viable solutions to tackle the climate crisis on a 
human and collective scale. The return of local horses to serve cities seemed to 
me to be an enriching experience, in line with the goal I wanted to achieve.
But as soon as I took my first steps into this world, I discovered much more than 
just substitutes with positive repercussions for our environment. I discovered a 
world of kindness, a rhythm closer to human nature, an urban environment where 
people are more inclined to meet others thanks to the presence of horses.

However, questions arise: animal welfare, often criticized as lacking for these 
animals, the sustainability of projects and the difficulty of getting them off the 
ground, public safety, etc. It was with Morgane Perlade, trainer and coachman, that 
I came to understand that these bucolic projects were more difficult to achieve 
than they appeared.

As part of the Questembert team of drivers, Marie and Justine, I was able to 
understand their daily lives and live at the pace of the local horses. It was with 
them and their mares, Havane and Ulysse, that I discovered what it means to 
“bring life back to the city.”

With Au son des sabots, I wanted to spark discussions about the environment and 
animal welfare, and show that it is still possible to create bonds between human 
beings, something that seems so difficult today.



Her career as a filmmaker has unfolded in two stages. She began as a sound editor at the National Film 
Board of Canada in the 1990s and became a director in 1994. Her first documentary, Mortelle Indiffé-
rence (52 min, 1996), explores our reactions to acts of violence. The film was presented at the Annecy 
Film Festival and the Quebec film festival, Les Jutra, in the year of its release. It was broadcast on 
Radio-Canada and TV5 in 1997. The film also served as the basis for workshops in schools, acting as a 
catalyst for discussions on everyday violence.

After an 18-year hiatus from filmmaking, she devoted herself to other artistic fields and the events 
industry. Drawing on her diverse experiences, she returned to documentary filmmaking in 2018. She 
resumed her studies at the École des métiers du cinéma et de la vidéo, graduating in 2020 with a docu-
mentary on the ecological crisis. Where Have All the Birds Gone? is a reflection on our future as citizens 
of the Earth. The 15-minute film was presented in competition at the Terra Festival in Guadeloupe in 
2022.

He made his second film, Au son des sabots, on a professional basis, this time as a self-managed 
production. As head of the production company, Chouette Production, she also acts as producer. 
Always eager to think about solutions for our lives as citizens, she imagines a better world through the 
return of horses to the city.

Biography

z
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Marie-Claude Salvaille
Director



Marie Le Quéré and Justine Gueny

Morgane Perlade

Questembert, Morbihan, Bretagne
We can't fail to mention the welcome extended to us 
by the town of Questembert. Proud of their initiative, 
it has become a model for other animal traction 
projects in town. Since 2007, citizens have been able 
to see horses at work in their streets, collecting 
yellow bags and walking children and elderly people 
around the town.

Thanks to the complicity of the administration, who 
opened their doors wide to us, the filming was able to 
capture the daily life of an extraordinary service.

Both work in the public works department of the town of 
Questembert (in Brittany) and share the same passion and 
love for their equine colleagues, Ulysse and Havane. They 
generously let us into their daily lives.

With them, we discover the various tasks that can be carried 
out using animal traction and meet the users and citizens who 
appreciate the presence of horses and the sound of hooves 
in the streets of Questembert.

It was Morgane who initiated this documentary 
project in 2022. Her passion and extensive expe-
rience with territorial horses fueled the research, 
and she naturally became one of the main 
characters.

A woman passionate about her work, she shares 
with Kim the major challenges of territorial horse 
projects.

The (main) protagonists
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Director
Marie-Claude Salvaille

Director of Photography
Benjamin Dourdet

Second Camera
Simon Barrau

Assistant Director
Kim Fino

Sound Recording
Salomé Gasey
William Beaucreux

Additional team 
Éva Lopez
Charlotte Hoarau

Benjamin Dourdet is a director of photography and 
documentary filmmaker based in Rennes. Passionate 
about images and the search for authenticity, he 
draws his inspiration from direct cinema to capture 
spontaneous moments in life. His approach is based 
on great freedom in filming, enabling him to capture 
raw, sincere emotions. Working with a small team, he 
creates a close relationship with his subjects, creating 
intimate, human images. He has had the opportunity 
to work on a wide range of subjects, including the 
environment, social justice and mental health

Benjamin Dourdet
Director of Photography

Film crew
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Montage 
Marie-Claude Salvaille

Conseillière au montage
Natacha Dufaux

Musique
François Millette
Ariane Nantel

Mixage
Luce Thomazeau

Colorimétrie
Corentin Morisseau
Marie-Claude Salvaille

Traduction (anglaise)
Christine Millette

Post-production team
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Festivals et Projections 2025

Moss Farm in Montréal
Québec - Canada
O�cial Selection

Février 2025

Festival EQUINALE
Château de Neuho�. Allemagne
Best Film about working horses
Juin 2025

EQUUS
Reisterstown, Maryland, USA
O�cial Selection
14-16 Novembre 2025

Festival de Cinéma Plan d’Ensemble
Chateauguay, QUÉBEC
O�cial Selection
19-21 Septembre 2025

Festival International du �lm de Breatagne
Locronan, France
Sélection O�cielle
Juillet 2025

Projections Internet  2025

Modonie Film Festival
Modonie - Sicile

Honorable Mention  
Août 2025

Montrel Women Film Festival
Montréal - Québec

Nominée 
Juin 2025



https://www.lesinfosdupaysgallo.com/2025/05/20/questembert-au-son-des-sabots
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«The sound of hooves» : a film to debate 
the use of draft horses
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Entrevue avec Éric Barette - 23 juillet (segment 8h45) 

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/info-re-
veil/segments/rattrapage/2129615/cineaste-louperivoise-marie-claude-salvaille-recompensee
-en-allemagne

Controversial film release in France

Louperivoise filmmaker 
Marie-Claude Salvaille
honored in Germany



https://www.lesinfosdupaysgallo.com/2025/06/13/questembert-la-projection
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The screening of the film «Au son des sabots» 
draws a full house at the Iris Cinema
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An award for filmmaker Marie-Claude Salvaille in Germany
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